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Barton Reading and Spelling System Overview

The Barton Reading & Spelling System is a one-on-one tutoring system that will greatly improve the spelling, reading, and writing skills of children, teenagers or adults who struggle due to dyslexia
or a learning disability.

For more information go to www.bartonreading.com 
What is a level?

· 10 Levels

· Levels do not equate grade level.

· Levels 1-8 are recommended for Elementary

· Each level contains from 10 to 15 lessons. 

The Barton System is divided into ten levels, which means you don't have to learn the entire system before you start. You only need to learn one level at a time. The levels are not based on grade levels and everyone should start at Level 1, unless they have had at least a year of other approved Orton-Gillingham based tutoring.

How often should I tutor with the Barton Program?

· Once a week is NOT enough

· Twice a week will work. 

· Three times a week is better than twice. 

· Daily is ideal!

Goal-To use the Barton Program for at least 2 hours a week and no more than 1 hour per session. 

How long will it take?

· If a student is being tutored twice a week, it will take from 3 to 5 months to complete a level.

· It will take 2-3 years to get through Levels 1-8 

Overview of Barton Levels: 
1-Phonemic Awareness 2

2-Consonants & Short Vowels 3

3-Closed Syllables and Units 4

4-Syllable Division & Vowel Teams 5

5-Prefixes and Suffixes 6

6-Six Reasons for Silent-E 7

7-Vowel-R Syllables 8

8-Advanced Vowel Teams 9

9-Influences of Foreign Languages 10

10-Greek Words & Latin Roots
· Level One – Phonemic Awareness

This level focuses on pre-reading skills by building phonemic awareness (the ability to hear sounds within words) and auditory processing skills.  The concept of rhyming is also introduced.

· Level Two – Consonants and Short Vowels
Each lesson introduces one vowel and six consonants.  (Only the most common consonant sound for each letter is taught in this level).  The five most common digraphs are also taught (sh, ck, ch, th, wh).  Methods for determining the vowel sound are explained, as well as helpful hints for discerning b verses d, m verses n, etc.

· Level Three – Closed Syllable Words
This level begins with the introduction of different types of consonant blends and then transitions into the first spelling rules your student will learn.  For example, he or she will learn when a c says its primary sound /c/ as in cat and when it switches and says /s/ as in city or cent.  Your child will also learn rules such as when he spells the /k/ sound at the end of a word with k or ck, and when he spells the /ch/ sound at the end of a word with a ch or tch.  Most people (and even classroom teachers) don’t realize there are reliable rules behind the spelling of most words!  An emphasis on sight words for reading and spelling is introduced in Level Three (this continues through Level Ten).

· Level Four – Open Syllables and Vowel Teams
Level Four is a very exciting level, because your child will be introduced to multi-syllable words.  He will learn how to accurately divide a longer word into syllables, so he can then discover if the vowel is long or short, and be able to read words accurately. (No more guessing!)  Multi-syllable spelling rules are introduced and the most common vowel teams taught.  (Vowel teams are two vowels that come together to make one sound.)

· Level Five – Prefixes and Suffixes

What is a base word?  What is a prefix or a suffix?  How and why are they added onto a word?  These are concepts that many children (and adults) are confused by.  The definition of the most common prefixes and suffixes are taught as well as the rules that guide adding these on to a base word.  This level develops a student’s vocabulary and ability to figure out the meaning of an unknown word.  

· Level Six – Six Reasons for Silent “e”

Silent e words are very common in our language but appear in words for a myriad of reasons (not just to make a vowel say its long sound).  In this level your child will learn syllable division rules for silent e words, why a silent e doesn’t always make its vowel long, and will conquer several tricky suffixes.  Words that our language has adapted from the Greek language will also be introduced.

· Level Seven – Vowel-R

Many words in our language contain words that have ar, er, ir, ur, and ear in them.  Vowels change when followed by an r and these rules can vary from word to word.  For example, ar says “R” in words like car, says “air” in words like carry, and says “airy” in words like military.   “Bossy W” words such as war, worm, and quarter are explained, as well as how silent e affects vowel-r words.

· Level Eight – Advanced Vowel Teams
There are many common words that contain vowel teams that make differing sounds.  For example, oo makes two different sounds in the words good and food and ea makes three differing sounds as in the phrase clean breath is great.  Your student will also learn how and why an i can say “ee” as in words like India, radio and obvious.

The following two levels are not essential for a young child because they will probably not have the necessary vocabulary skills to comprehend many of the words taught.  However, these levels are essential for high school students, college students, and adults.  Completion of Levels 9 and 10 will make comprehension of college textbooks and many works of literature much more understandable.  These levels will also help grow the vocabulary of an adult in the workforce.

· Level Nine – The Foreign Influence of Words

The English language has been influence by many foreign languages, such as Greek, French, and Italian.  For example, in Greek words ch says /k/ as in the word school or chemistry and in French words ch says /sh/ as in chef.  Old English words are explored, as well as learning when an e at the end of a word is accented and says something.

· Level Ten – Greek and Latin Root Words

Everything in this level is preparing students to read, spell, and comprehend the types of words they’ll encounter in college textbooks.  Latin root words and Greek word forms are taught so a student will be able to determine the meaning of longer, unfamiliar words.  This study is technically call “morphology.”







